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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 

Consideration 

Resumed from 24 February on the following question — 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [1.35 pm]: It gives me great pleasure to respond to the Premier’s 
Statement. I congratulate the Premier for his vision for the future and for the vision of the Liberal–National 
government. This is a very responsible government. Although there has been some talk about budget surpluses, 
the taxpayers of Western Australia want to see big and visionary projects. That is why I am sure that all Western 
Australians support the Oakajee port project, the sinking of the railway line in Perth, the Pilbara Cities program, 
the Perth waterfront development and the new sports stadium. 

The sports stadium is obviously very close to my heart. Just the other day I was very interested to hear the 
member for Victoria Park, whose electorate adjoins mine, very strongly support locating the new stadium at 
Burswood. As members know, I have supported locating the stadium at Burswood for some time. I believe the 
Burswood precinct is the best precinct for its location and that it would make an outstanding addition to what 
will become a wonderful entry statement to our city, especially when the railway is linked to the airport. The 
railway will come through Burswood, which will be the entry to our city, and a stadium would certainly 
complement that. I am in the member for Victoria Park’s corner on this issue. I know that he does not have the 
total support of all members on the other side of the chamber, but his electorate is alongside mine and I believe 
that he is on the money. The decision, of course, has not been made yet. Cabinet will make that decision. I spoke 
to the Minister for Sport and Recreation today, and three sites are still in contention. 

Mr M.P. Murray: Which sites are they? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: They are Subiaco, East Perth and the Burswood peninsula. 

I am very keen to see the development of the waterfront, particularly in the City of Perth. It is good to see that 
$270 million will be put into the upcoming budget for this project. I think work might already have started on it 
because I drove along the foreshore the other day and saw some work taking place. This gives us an opportunity 
to look at something that I have also been pushing for some time—an expanded ferry service. 

Mr M.W. Sutherland: Hear, hear! 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I have heard the member for Mount Lawley talk about that service and I have discussed it 
with him. Western Australia has just one ferry service for commuters that runs between Barrack Street in the city 
and Mends Street in my electorate. It is a great service. It is one of the few transport services in our transport 
network that actually makes money. We in South Perth are very proud of that ferry service. A lot of Western 
Australians have used it to take their families to and from the Perth Zoo. I think the time has come to expand the 
ferry commuter service, and the Perth waterfront development gives us a chance to do that. I believe it should be 
a smaller version of Circular Quay in Sydney, which I think is fantastic. I am sure that most members have been 
to Sydney. All the ferries from Manly, which is on the other side of the harbour, arrive at Circular Quay. 
Obviously, we could not use the same types of ferries that are used in Sydney because Sydney Harbour is very 
deep. The Swan River is very estuarine and it is very shallow in places. We would have to use the 
catamaran-type ferries that are used in Brisbane. That is an outstanding service.  

I was elected in February 2005. After checking some of my old speeches in Hansard, I discovered that I raised 
this issue with the previous Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, on 5 May 2005. 
I raised it at the time because the minister had shut down the Coode Street ferry service, which was run in 
conjunction with the ferry to Mends Street. The minister’s explanation for shutting down that service was that 
not enough people were using it. The department obviously said that it needed to be shut down. My residents did 
not agree. I did not agree because, although I had been the member for South Perth for only a few months, I did 
not know the Coode Street ferry service existed. It certainly was not well advertised if it was in operation. I 
received the following response to a question I asked Minister MacTiernan in this place on Thursday, 5 May 
2005 — 

In the short-term I am willing to explore the opportunity of providing the service on weekends.  

That did not happen. Sometimes promises are made in this place and we do not always get what is promised to 
us. The minister went on to state — 

In the long-term, — 

This is very interesting — 
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over the next four years we want to develop, as the member knows, as part of the value-adding to the 
rail project, — 

That is the Perth–Mandurah rail link — 

a four-hectare area on the western foreshore next to the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre.  

That is the area that will be excavated and the river will come in. She continued — 

That will create a lot more activity in that part of town around the new Esplanade station. Once that is in 
place, there may be sufficient vigour and strength in the two-way passenger flow to make a ferry 
service worthwhile. 

The minister was talking about the Coode Street ferry service. We need to continue to look at the way in which 
the city is developing and changing and make sure that when those developments are delivered, we keep all the 
options open. I guess the minister was saying that as we develop little hubs around the river, we need to service 
them with ferries, which to me is a no-brainer. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Absolutely.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I see that the member for Mandurah is in total agreement. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: When I was Minister for the Environment, it was one of the things I was pushing with the 
trust in terms of saying we need to open up the access to the river for river-based public transport.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: We certainly do. I mentioned the member for Mount Lawley earlier. The member for 
Maylands is also very keen on ferries. I am getting a lot of bipartisan support, including from the member for 
Victoria Park, for the stadium. I am also getting support from the member for Maylands on the ferry service. 
Where would the member for Mount Lawley see a ferry service operating in his electorate? 

Mr M.W. Sutherland: Down at the foreshore near Mercy Hospital. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: The member for Mount Lawley is very keen on the idea of a ferry service.  

When I did the research on ferries, I came up with a Public Transport Authority newsletter. It referred to the 
Perth Metropolitan Transport Strategy 1995–2029. That strategy stated — 

By the year 2029, ferry services will be responsible for 12.5% of the city’s enlarged public transport 
network.  

That is a staggering statistic. It said that 12.5 per cent of all our transport will be on ferries if this strategy put 
together by the Perth metropolitan transport authority comes to fruition by 2029. Why not? We want to get 
people out of their cars. We want to make the environment more user-friendly. By getting people onto ferries, I 
think we will achieve that.  

The journal Trans Scan is described as a global scan of emerging trends in mobility and the built environment. 
What particularly took my interest in one of its articles was talk about the use of the river for freight carriers. A 
couple of years ago I was in China. The rivers in China are used for freight all the time, as are the rivers in 
Europe. I am not sure whether that will happen in Perth. We have a river and it can be used for transport. Trans 
Scan asked: would Perth function better if it made greater use of its rivers? I think it would.  

The government has just announced that the lanes on the freeway to Mandurah between Leach Highway and Roe 
Highway have to be extended to six lanes because the freeway cannot carry the traffic. I was returning from 
Bunbury last weekend. When I got to around Cockburn, all of a sudden I was in a traffic jam even though I was 
on a freeway that has no lights and no intersections. We wonder why the traffic cannot continue to flow. It is 
because there are off-ramps and on-ramps et cetera. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: If I drive from Mandurah to Parliament on a Thursday morning—I drive, not go by 
train—I can leave at 6.30 from Mandurah and not get here until 8.30. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: The member could probably start up a ferry service from Mandurah to Perth and beat the 
traffic. It would have to be a fast cat. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: A Mandurah cat! 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: That is why I have continued to push for the use of ferries, in particular, the reopening of 
the Coode Street ferry service. There is some development happening in Perth. The new East Perth development 
in Claisebrook has been in place for some time now. The Causeway development is about to happen. We have 
the Perth riverfront development and Burswood Casino. I have made the point so many times that where else in 
the world would there be a casino, the largest tourism attraction in Western Australia, sitting on a magnificent 
river and it does not even have a jetty or a ferry service? In any other part of the world, the rich and famous 
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would be chugging up the river in their yachts and powerboats, pulling up at jetties and going on up to the casino 
and back in their boats, like in Monte Carlo. We have a great casino in Perth but it is not serviced by ferries.  

Mrs C.A. Martin: They’re frightened of the golf course.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: The golf course is a bit further down. 

Dr A.D. Buti: I agree with what you are saying but isn’t it a worry that our major tourism attraction is a casino? 

Mr P. Abetz: I do not think it’s true.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: It is true. Burswood attracts more visitors a year than any other single place in Western 
Australia. It attracts more visitors than Rottnest Island and those places.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: I think it might be Kings Park. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: It might be; it might not be. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Kings Park has about six million visitors a year. 

Dr A.D. Buti: Your point is well made.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I thank the member for Armadale. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I think we should have a flying fox from Kings Park down to South Perth.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: That has been planned and talked about but I am not sure that it will ever happen.  

I will tell members what I did about the Coode Street ferry service. Over 1 100 constituents formally protested 
via a petition when the decision was made by Hon Alannah MacTiernan in 2005 to cancel the ferry service. The 
minister must have gone through all the signatures in the petition very closely because she found a couple of 
petitioners who did not live in South Perth. She raised that in Parliament. She said that some people down in 
southern parts of the city—down Jandakot way—had signed the petition. They were still signatures. There were 
1 100 signatures. In 2009 I surveyed 2 500 constituents in the areas surrounding Coode Street, and I received an 
overwhelmingly positive result. The member for Victoria Park is present. I can see the possibility of a jetty in 
Victoria Park, not necessarily at Burswood but at the bottom of Berwick Street where the Department of 
Fisheries has a little jetty and an operation. There is potential for cafes and that sort of development there. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Absolutely, and there is a push for a cafe down there at the moment. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: They could all be serviced by little ferries. Not all the ferries in Brisbane are commuter 
ferries; there are small ones that just hop around from place to place. They can run from these little areas where 
people congregate or go out for a meal or a bit of enjoyment.  

We have a great river. Compared with rivers around the world, it is underutilised. Someone flying in from 
Europe would see the section of the Swan River between South Perth and the city without a boat on it, some 
days. It would not happen in other places; there would be a lot of boats using the river, and we need to utilise it 
better. 

When I raised this matter with the previous Minister for Transport, Hon Simon O’Brien, I was very pleased that 
he looked at the broader issue of the expanded ferry service to other destinations. He said that he would look at it 
when the population densities could be shown to provide the necessary patronage. I think that is fair enough, but 
I think we also have to be proactive, because we need to encourage people to use ferries before they will move 
into those areas. However, the minister said that he would launch an investigation into it, and I look forward to 
having the results of that investigation shown to me by the new Minister for Transport, Troy Buswell. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Is that investigation now happening? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I am not sure whether it is happening, but the former minister said that he would have a 
look at it. There is now a new Minister for Transport and I will raise this matter with him, because I think it is 
important. Transport experts have actually said that they believe that by 2029, ferry services will be responsible 
for 12.5 per cent of the city’s enlarged public transport network. That is a big statistic. If that is the vision for 
2029, we need to get moving on it. 

Another thing that is happening in and around my electorate is causing a bit of concern at the moment. I refer to 
the knowledge arc light rail, which will run from the University of Western Australia to Curtin University. 
Curtin University is in the electorate of the member for Victoria Park; we seem to be working in tandem here! 
The knowledge arc has been around for a while, but there is now talk that the planning is getting to the pointy 
end, and people have been coming into my electorate to talk to the City of South Perth about this light rail, which 
will wend its way from UWA and the Nedlands hospital precinct, up Thomas Street and down through the city. I 
have even heard that it might be over near the bottom of Fitzgerald Street. It will then go back down onto 
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Adelaide Terrace, over the Causeway, and up Albany Highway. Albany Highway would probably be the best 
route, because it is better to take it past where all the shops are. It would then go down Kent Street to Curtin 
University. That is fine; I am a great believer in light rail. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I have given the Leader of the House an undertaking that I will take this speech to two 
o’clock, so I certainly need the extension! 

The light rail will travel through the member for Victoria Park’s electorate to service Curtin University, and I 
think that is good. It will link Victoria Park with that part of the precinct. The future plan is also to take the light 
rail to the Canning Bridge train station, because it will be used to ferry people from the station to Curtin 
University, and there are a lot of students now using that train line. However, the planned route is causing some 
concern. The planners are saying that they want to run the light rail down Jackson Road, which runs alongside 
Collier Park Golf Course—it is a very quiet little street in Karawara—onto Henley Street, and then down 
Canning Highway to Canning Bridge. My view is that you do not run trams down quiet suburban streets; the 
light rail should run down Manning Road. I think it should go through Curtin University, wend its way down 
Manning Road to the Waterford Plaza Shopping Centre, do a right-hand turn down Manning Road to the 
freeway, to link up with Canning Bridge. That route is not the favoured route because it would probably cost an 
additional $100 million. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: How much? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I am told it could cost $100 million. 

Mr P.C. Tinley: Just a couple of gorillas! 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Yes, and the other one is a much shorter route. I have not been anywhere in the world 
where a light rail has gone down a residential street. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Member, I think you’re right. Getting the light rail down that way gets it closer to the Chemistry 
Centre and Clontarf, where there is a lot of activity going on. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: There are also the people of Manning on the other side of the road, and Salter Point and 
Waterford; I think it is a better catchment for the light rail, and we have to look for advantages for the people 
around there. I can see the people of Manning, Salter Point and Como jumping on that light rail and going to 
Victoria Park or the city—it will get a lot more people than just university students. There will be some argy-
bargy over this; I am not sure when it will go to cabinet. I am told that this is just one component of the overall 
transport plan for Perth, and it will go to cabinet for consideration. I will be speaking and writing to the Minister 
for Transport and the Minister for Planning and urging them, if this is to go ahead, to make the light rail run 
down Manning Road. A light rail has to run down a main road; it cannot run down suburban streets. I think this 
will be a good project, but I am not sure when it will happen. It is a very futuristic project and a lot of people are 
very excited about it, but these projects have to sometimes take their place in the queue, and this project is going 
to be a very expensive one. 

The other issue in my electorate involves the Canning Bridge transit-oriented development. This is something 
that caused some angst for the member for Alfred Cove. It is a plan to put a lot more residential properties in and 
around Canning Bridge. I have residents in my electorate who have expressed some concern about the planning 
for it. They are not against progress; I am not against progress, and I have made the point in this place before that 
I think we should have some development in and around all the train stations to get more people to access public 
transport. However, I think the planning for the Canning Bridge development has been a bit upside-down. I think 
the high-rise that has been planned along the freeway really should be up on Canning Highway, on the higher 
ground; I think the planners have got it around the wrong way. I would prefer to see the high-rise development 
along Canning Highway. I think there is potential there for some outstanding development, similar to the Raffles 
Hotel on the other side of the river, but only if it is on the highway; I do not want it where there are already 
residential components where people have spent a lot of money to subdivide blocks and build very nice 
residences. I do not think that they should be interfered with by having 10-storey housing blocks built between 
their homes and Kwinana Freeway. I know I have the support of the member for Alfred Cove on that issue. I am 
getting a lot of support in the chamber today, member for Alfred Cove, from both sides of the chamber! 

I think we can work through that because, as I said, my residents are happy to have development and are not 
against progress, but I think the progress has to be well thought out and planned. There are huge transport issues 
with Canning Bridge at the moment; transport is increasing all the time in that precinct. It has become a spaghetti 
junction; there are off-ramps and on-ramps to the freeway, vehicles using Canning Bridge, and vehicles going up 
Canning Highway into Applecross. Very rarely can you get up there without some sort of delay. In addition, 
there is no parking at Canning Bridge. I have great faith in the Minister for Transport; he has assured me that he 
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will be looking at the Canning Bridge issue. I have also asked the minister to look very closely at where 
Manning Road links with Kwinana Freeway. I have said for a long time that there should be a south-bound ramp 
onto Kwinana Freeway. That would allow people in that part of my electorate to more easily drive down to the 
new Fiona Stanley Hospital and to Murdoch University, that growing part of the metropolitan area in the 
southern region. At present, when people drive from Manning Road onto the Kwinana Freeway—this new whiz-
bang freeway that takes us all the way to Bunbury—we have to turn right and drive up to Canning Bridge. 

The SPEAKER: Member for South Perth, far be it from me to halt you in full flight, but I hope the opportunity 
is provided to you to continue later in today’s session. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


